
  The hero of epic, Gilgamesh the king of Uruk, is a 
creature one fourths man and three fourths god. 
Gilgamesh is a man embraced by the people and al-
so he is an oppressive, strong and haughty ruler 
which causes his subjects to cry out to the "gods" 
to create a nemesis to cause Gilgamesh strife. Then 
“gods” accept their prayers and the Goddess Aruru 
sends Enkidu, a wild man created by gods to the 
world to stop him oppressing the people of Uruk. 
Enkidu is the second important figure in the story. 
He lives in joy with the beasts until a trapper sees 
that Enkidu is destroying the traps and helping the 
beasts escape. The trapper needs to tame Enkidu 
just as the people of Uruk need to tame Gilgamesh, 
or to redirect his desires. The beautiful harlot is 
brought to the wilderness to trap Enkidu and by 
this way he is seduced. Then Enkidu coming to the 
city after the harlot takes a shower with scents, get 
dressed like a civilized men and tries to learn how 
to be like them. On the contrary of the gods’ wish, 
Gilgamesh and Enkidu become close friends. 

  Together, they set off  to the Cedar Mountain to 
test their power and  pick Humbaba as a rival 
which is a monstrous guardian of the mountain and 
it has the capacity for  killing people with even  its 
horrible voice. But over its thundering, while Enki-
du is getting petrified, Gilgamesh isn’t affected and 
kills the giant. Thereon, the goddess Ishtar witnes-
sing this fight falls in love with Gilgamesh. 
However Gilgamesh refuses to be with Ishtar and 
humiliates her since she behaves like a prostitude 
and have sex even with beasts.    Later they stave 
off the attacks, which the goddess Ishtar launches 
to punish Gilgamesh for spurning her advances. 

  As a punishment for his actions, the gods senten-
ce Enkidu to death. By the fact that he lost his best 
friend, Gilgamesh blows a fuse and  then he  de-
termines to find immortality since he now fears 
death. It  is upon this journey that he meets Utna-
pishtim to learn the secret of eternal life. Utna-
pishtim is a man who experienced the flood and 
became immortal after that. Utnapishtim doesn’t 
turn Gilgamesh down coming to his house by sur-
viving the hardships at the faraway and accounts 
the flood. The gods decide to wipe off the mankind 
through the flood. But Utnapishtim builds a ship 
with seven sections in the capacity for taking his 
family, different animal and plant species, varient 
industrial materials over the god Ea’s warning.  

 All the ground is covered with water at the end of 
the Flood lasting for seven days and seven 
nights  and  there the boat of Utnapishtim grounds 
on the mountain of Nisir. Utnapishtim doesn’t 
keep the secret of staying young is possible with a 
plant growing at the bottom of the sea. The King 
dives into the deep of the sea gladly and discovers 
this plant. But, a snake taking the advantage of 
Gilgamesh’s falling asleep swallows the plant. The 
epic relates the sloughing of sanakes to this event. 
Gilgamesh losing the everlasting life chance gets 
mad. He has no other cheer in Uruk he comes des-
perately than the connection he has with the soul 
of Enkidu.  While Gilgamesh is relieving with his 
questions to Enkidu about afterlife, he also percei-
ves that the wisdom means making use of the 
world and the epic comes to an end. 

THE EPIC OF  
GILGAMESH 

  The epic gives information about the lives of Sumerians which is one of the 

oldest civilizations in the history and it  is known as the first written epic. One 

of the most prominent features of the epic of Gilgamesh is that the Flood story 

it tells takes place in the holy writs of the three big religions. The story of jiao-

gulan it tells resembles in the “Lokman Hekim” saying of Turkish-Islamic 

world. 

  The Notaryship in Sumerian 
  The history of notaryship is as long as the the history of humanity and we en-
counter the first signs of this institution under the name of “Bulgur” in Sumeri-
ans in the 7th century bc. 
  Burgul 
  According to our laws and traditions, every contract should be written within 
the frame of some rules and for the unwritten contracts, no right can be asserted 
and it can’t be litigated. So, people who want to buy a house, field, or slave and 
to rent his ownings, to lend and borrow money,to sell his animals, to share his le-
gacy and to disown or adopt a child used to come to my father with witnesses and 
seals by them. Couples who will get married have to make a contract specifying 
the conditions of marriage and  division of properties in the presence of witnesses 
in case there is a divorce. İf there is not a written contract, these couples’ marria-
ge are not considered valid. Our rules are certain. In our city, there is a public 
institution called Burgul drawing up these contracts. 
“…Firstly the subject then  conditions, names of the witnesses, their oaths, and 
date is written in order and the seals of both sides are impressed on the contract. 
The most important thing is that, after being written, the contract is covered on-
ce again with a soft clay layer and the content is written one more time on the co-
vered contract. By this way, even if the cover is broken, the base is durable and 
the content can’t be changed. 
  The life story of Ludingirra/tablet 5 
  It is a short citation from “Sumerian Ludingirra” a book written by Muazzez 
İlmiye Çığ who has studied for thirty three years and already sdudying  on 74000 
Sumerian, Akkadian and Hittite cuneiformed documents  saved in İstanbul Arc-
heology Museum. (Kaynak Yayınları, 2007) 


